LUCKOUWN (COVID-1): A BLESSING IN DISGUISE? 


- “One man’s pain is another man’s pleasure” 


Since the outbreak of Coronavirus (Covid-19), the whole world is at 
the brink of falling apart; around two and a half lakh people have lost 
their lives around the world and around three million are currently 
diseased by the pandemic. (WHO “'s official site). To prevent further 
personnel being affected by the disease, social distancing is being 
followed and there is a lockdown situation in many countries ,,round 
the globe. While it is the belief of some that this lockdown is a blessing 
in disguise; I personally cannot help but despise the grim condition. If 
truth be told and statistics be seen; it will become as clear as the Sun 
that this lockdown may be many things but “blessing in disguise” 
isn't one of them. 

In late 2019, China's Wuhan district experienced the first effects of 
the Coronavirus outbreak, it is said to be originated in the very same 
place. Afterwards, the virus spread to various parts of the world 
including Italy, USA and Iran, which were the first victims. The 
outcomes were catastrophic in these places; people were dying in 
hospitals due to respiratory problems. A lockdown was imposed in 
various parts of the world, though in India the situation was not as 
dreadful as the rest of it''s allies; On 24 March 2020 a nationwide 
lockdown was ordered. This lockdown limited the entire 1.3 Billion 


population of India from movement. Public places were shut down, 
clubs, gyms, restaurants, schools, colleges were closed. Local 
businesses vanished and the labor class has suffered the most. 

While, many of my fellow countrymen may consider the lockdown as 
a “blessing for mankind”, I cannot help but show reservations at 
making such statements. And the question does arise that it is a 
blessing for whom? The Nobility? Then let me say that “Everything 
is a blessing for the Noble class’’, because its easy to say that staying 
at home is blessing when you have an ostentatious stock of food at your 
residence and a handsome amount of money in your bank account. 
While the spoiled brats of bungalows are busy in finding new hobbies 
and leisure activities; a certain “Munna” or “Bablu” at the street is 
worried as to how he will feed his family today, a “Ramlal” who has 
been kicked out of the factory is perturbed as to how the monthly 
supplies will be bought and a “Chandu” is probing the garbage can to 
see if anyone was generous enough to throw some leftovers in it. 

But that"'s not it! Due to the lockdown and the country and in turn 
the whole coming to standstill; the import exports have declined, 
companies are in heavy losses, countries are asking the IMF and 
World Bank for loans and the World Economy is at the brink of 
collapse. Whenever this lockdown will be lifted the whole world is 
sure to witness a recession like never before. The UN flagged of at 
least 50 Billion US dollars drop in the manufacturing sector. (UN “'s 
official site) It is certain that the world has started to decelerate and 
that the consequences will be devastating, if not catastrophic. 


Many people stand deluded thinking that, the continuation of classes 
by colleges using online services or “work from home” are great ways 
to fight the pandemic, they are but a drop in ocean. The real problem 
lies in the fact that many people will die out of hunger and poverty if 
the coronavirus fails to take them out. While some excessively 
optimistic people are happy that the air is cleaner, the animals are 
happy, the ozone layer is regenerating; but, I would like to respectfully 
point out, that all this is at the cost of what? If someone is thinking 
that the ozone layer regeneration is a great thing while millions are 
dying of hunger; then I cannot help but mourn the death of the 
conscience of this sadistic person. These all reforms were to be brought 
by us in the first place, not due to some pandemic hanging on our heads 
like King Damocles “ sword. Thus, I would like to end this article with 
this quote, 
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